Articulations of Nature and Politics
in Plato and Hegel



Vicky Roupa

Articulations
of Nature and Politics
in Plato and Hegel

palgrave
macmillan



Vicky Roupa

Department of Philosophy
The Open University
Milton Keynes, UK

ISBN 978-3-030-52126-4 ISBN 978-3-030-52127-1 (e¢Book)
https://doi.org/10.1007 /978-3-030-52127-1

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer
Nature Switzerland AG 2020

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval,
clectronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now
known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the
publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect
to the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made.
The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Cover illustration: Vicky Roupa
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature

Switzerland AG.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Many individuals have helped me develop the ideas presented here and
have oftered comments on drafts of earlier versions of this book. I would
like to thank colleagues and faculty at the University of Sussex where my
research for this project started. I am particularly grateful to Alison Stone
and Tanja Staehler for their careful reading of my work, their encourage-
ment, and valuable comments. Thank you to the philosophy department
at the University of Hertfordshire for offering me the opportunity to lec-
ture on Plato’s Republic and Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, and for
engaging with my research, especially Brendan Larvor, John Lippitt, Jane
Singleton and Daniel D. Hutto. I am also thankful to the philosophy fac-
ulty at the Open University, and especially the Head of Department,
Manuel Dries, for extending resources that allowed me to complete my
research and writing.

Earlier versions of portions of this book have been presented at various
conferences and colloquia. An earlier version of Chap. 2 was delivered at
the 2015 “Thinking in the Open’ Open University philosophy conference.
Chapter 4 was presented at the 2005 Hegel Society of Great Britain annual
conference on ‘Hegel and the Greeks’. Chapter 5 has been presented at
the Social and Political Thought graduate /faculty seminar at the University
of Sussex, and Chap. 6 has been presented at the conference ‘Hegelian
Philosophy: A Renaissance?” at the University of Sheffield. I would like to
thank the organisers and participants of these conferences for their helpful
comments, especially Thom Brooks, Fabian Freyenhagen, Allegra de
Laurentiis, Stephen Houlgate, Alfredo Ferrarin, Kimberly Hutchings and
Maureen Eckert.


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_6

vi  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A big thank you to my editor, Brendan George, for his support of this
project, and to the publishing team of Palgrave Macmillan for their effi-
ciency and hard work. Finally, my gratitude goes to Persephone for chal-
lenging me and for many discussions on this book, on life, on everything.



CONTENTS

1 Articulations: Of Nature and Politics 1
Part I Redefining the Natural: Language and Logic 21
2 Naming as Techné in Plato’s Cratylus 23
3 Producing the Categories of Being: The Sophist 43
4 Producing the Categories of Being: The Science of Logic 63
Part I Redefining the Natural: Society and Politics 93
5 The Question of Nature in the Republic 95
6 Between Two Paradigms of Politics 129

7 Embodying the Political 153

vii


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_7

viii  CONTENTS

8 Conclusion: Towards Finitude and the Fragility of Sense 175

Index 187


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52127-1_8

	Acknowledgements
	Contents
	Abbreviations�

